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to have been a very simple operation. That was the very reverse of the case. As Sir Charles Bunbury puts it. : " At this time both Hutchinson and Cradoek were so seriously ill that the command of the troops devolved upon Moore. With him rested the arrangements for the march to Rosetta, and the personal direction of a very delicate and doubtful service. Here also were 8000 French soldiers in complete military array, carrying their arms and ammunition, their cavalry well mounted, their field-pieces fully horsed, to be escorted 200 miles by about 3500 British, the Capitan1 Pacha's division of Turks, and 200 or 300 Mamelukes. But the plan and its details, as framed by Moore, were admirable, and they were carried into effect with perfect success. On the 1 5th July the march began. First went the wild horsemen of Syria, followed by the more orderly foot-soldiers of the Capitan Pacha ; next, but with a long interval, marched the French infantry, with their guns, their cavalry moving abreast, but on the left flank and farther from the river. After another interval came the British column, led by Moore, and our dragoons and the detachment of Mamelukes formed a rearguard. A great fleet of djermes carrying the sick, the baggage, &c., and escorted by our gun vessels, dropped slowly down the Nile, so as to keep up a constant communication with the French and English columns. " During a march of several days, there arose not a difficulty or disagreement of any sort. Our late enemies were in high good-humour and in the gayest spirits. At the halting places, the English and French would mingle in companionship, and laugh, and discuss as well as they could their battles and their for-
1 It will be noticed that Moore writes this u Captain."To-morrow I shall ride in to see him.
